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A Critical Reframing of Play in Relation to Indigenous Children in Canada
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In this paper, we explore the implications of applying critical perspectives to the play
occupations of Indigenous children in Canada, and of reframing play as an occupational
determinant of health. First we consider the normalizing construction of play in early
child development. We then apply critical perspectives to discuss the implications of
reframing play as an occupational determinant by exploring how Indigenous children's
play can be shaped by broader historical, political and socio-economic structures that
may otherwise remain obscured. We propose that a critical reframing of play as an
occupational determinant of health may be important in fostering health equity for

Indigenous children.
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Joseph Ponzetti Jr. (2014)

Balance in Everyday Life: Dual-Income Parents' Collective and Individual

Journal of Occupational Science, 21(3), 259-276

As the social justice movement has lessened the gender gap in paid and unpaid
occupational participation, the subject of balance in everyday life is receiving increased
attention. Although various theories about balance have been developed, it remains
elusive as a concept. This research investigates the ways in which men and women in
dual-income couples with young children conceive of balance in everyday life. The
phenomenographic study recruited 15 heterosexual, dual-income couples living with at
least one child under age six; two individual, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with both partners in each couple. The analyses generated two key
conceptions of balance: managing life and participating in a mix of occupations. In
elucidating these conceptions, parents associated the former with meeting collective
needs and the latter with meeting individual needs. Trying to simultaneously satisfy
these two conceptions of balance created tension. Managing life reinforced parents'
Intensive commitment to parenting and led to balance, but it limited their engagement
in personal occupations, which was associated with imbalance. Conversely,
participating in a mix of occupations allowed parents to meet their own needs and
contributed to balance, but as it reduced the time they spent with their families, it was

related to imbalance.

Keywords : Occupational balance (fE3£/37 > X) | Conception (#:%) , Parents (fi#l) ,
Phenomenology (B£:%5) , Well-being (354)
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Sarah Kantartzis (2014)
Occupation to Maintain the Family as Ideology and Practice in a Greek Town
Journal of Occupational Science, 21(3), 277-295

Discussions of the cultural relativity of occupation and the potential hegemony of
Western conceptualisations have included increasing awareness of a dominant focus on
the individual and individual agency. Recognition of the importance of understanding
occupation in diverse contexts led to an ethnographic study exploring occupation in a
Greek town. A transactional perspective underpinned the emergent understanding of
occupation as a multidimensional and fluid process occurring within and between
individuals, the family and the community, from each moment to across the life-span.
This paper presents part of the findings of that study, focusing on the family as ideology
and as practice. Values and beliefs around the ideal family, occupation for the
maintenance of the household, and the network of family occupation, transacted in an
ongoing process that constructed and reconstructed each element. Family was
embedded in memories and stories, the embodied experience of growing up in the town
and in the ongoing family occupation that predominated throughout the days and weeks.
Family was part of who one was, but also an inextricable part of what one did. The
study supports expanding conceptualisations of occupation beyond the individual to

include the family as an important part of everyday life.

Keywords : Family occupation (FED1EZ) ,Household (5%) ,Transactionalism (&
FUAT Y aF U RXL) Greece (KU )
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Aaron Bonsall (2014)
“This is What We Do”: Constructing Postmodern Families through Occupations
Journal of Occupational Science,21(3), 296-308

This paper explores incidents and descriptions of family occupations that emerged
within an ethnographic study of fathers of children with disabilities and their families.
Family occupations are conceptualized as an important aspect of daily life in that they
build and define families. Collection of data lasted over a year and included monthly
interviews as well as observations of the families. Data analysis was based on narrative
phenomenology, combining literary theory and hermeneutics. The primary themes were
building families through doing, variability in who is participating in the action, and the
construction of family occupations. These themes demonstrate the combined influence

of family characteristics and socio-historical factors on family occupations.

keywords : Family occupations(ZZfE D 1EZ), Disability (F£5) , Fathers (4<C#1) , Narrative
phenomenology (777 ¢ 7 8i4:%)
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Beth W. DeGrace, Carolyn Hoffman, Tera L. Hutson & Thubi H. A. Kolobe (2014)
Families' Experiences and Occupations Following the Diagnosis of Autism
Journal of Occupational Science. 21(3), 309-321

The unrelenting and persistent behaviors often demonstrated by children with autism,
together with the uncertainty surrounding diagnosis and intervention options, pose a
significant threat to the occupations of the family system. The purpose of this study was
to explicate the experiences of living everyday life following the diagnosis of autism.
Seven families were interviewed and using grounded theory methodology the research
team investigated family experiences following a diagnosis of autism. Results informed
the development of the preliminary Family Experience and Occupation Following the
Diagnosis of Autism Model that explicitly framed family experience, the element of
family occupation, and factors that mediate both experiences and occupation. By looking
at family occupations from the time of diagnosis of a child, this work transcends the
individual. It captures the co-constructed interplay of doing as families organize and

seek ways to maintain everyday family functions.

Keywords : Grounded theory (77 7> 7 v K «&4 U —) , Family health (FEDOMEEE) |
Occupational engagement (EZ0E5)
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Brian A. Boyd, Caroline Harkins McCarty & Chetna Sethi (2014)
Families of Children with Autism: A Synthesis of Family Routines Literature
Journal of Occupational Science.21(3), 322-333

This paper provides a selective review and synthesis of the occupation-focused
literature on routines of families of children with autism, in order to identify
commonalities, critique the disability/barriers perspective often employed in research
with these families, and to offer suggestions for further research. Identified
commonalities include (a) tension between the need for and difficulty with routines, (b)
the link between family routines and health of the family, (c) family participation as
patterned around the child with autism, (d) pursuit of routines in the face of challenges,
(e) difficult routines, (f) meaningful routines for family bonding, and (g) adaptations
families make to routines. We go beyond the research findings to address how the
“embrace of paradox” impacts caregivers’ perceptions of family routines. Finally, we
offer suggestions for the way forward in occupational science research with families
with children with autism, in order to address gaps in the literature and move towards

identifying keys to successful family participation.

Keywords : Autism( H Bfl iE), Disability( & 58 ), Family occupations( 5 & @ {E 2 ),
Routines(H #f), Rituals(fX)
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Shanon K. Phelan & Elizabeth Anne Kinsella (2014)
Occupation and Identity: Perspectives of Children with Disabilities and their Parents
Journal of Occupational Science, 21(3), 334-356.

Occupational identity is an emerging construct in occupational science. To date, little
research has been conducted that explores occupational identity in childhood,
particularly with children with disabilities. This study undertakes research on this
topic using a socio-cultural perspective. The research considers two main questions:
“How 1is occupation implicated in the shaping of identity for children with disabilities?”
and “How might a socio-cultural perspective reveal aspects of occupation and identity
that are shaped by the dialectic between individual and social dimensions?” Using case
study methodology, six children and their parents participated in assessment,
photoelicitation interviews, and semi-structured interviews. Six core categories were
identified across cases: a) Perceptions of self and other: Living with disability; b) Family
identity, tradition and culture; c) Relational identity: A sense of belonging; d) Pride,
success, and seeing things through; e) Growing up and keeping up; and f) Identity in the
past, in the moment, and in the future. The findings reveal dimensions of identity and
disability, identity as social, and identity as dynamic, which inform current
conceptualizations about the relationship between occupation and identity for children

with disabilities.
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Mary Silcock, Clare Hocking & Deborah Payne (2014)

Childhood Constructions of Contemporary Technology: Using Discourse Analysis to
Understand the Creation of Occupational Possibilities

Journal of Occupational Science, 21(3), 357-370.

Ten children aged 10-12 years were audio recorded discussing and demonstrating the
types of technology they regularly used at home. A critical discourse analysis of the
transcriptions was completed to identify dominant discourses the children deployed.
Philosopher Michel Foucault’s theories on the history of existence, power relations, the
subject, and ethics of the self informed the analysis. Three discourses were identified:
virtual reality as a new dimension, panoptic play, and technological play as risky. The
children appeared to assume subject positions within their play that have been created
by and through their technology use. These subject positions were created by the unique
historical context of the present era and have allowed new relations of power to develop
for children. The discourses and associated discursive constructions appear to have an
effect on the occupational possibilities available to children at this life course stage,
indicating the emergence of norms of behaviour and relations of power unique to

technological play.

Keywords : Children( ¥ f£), Technological play(7 7 / 1 ¥ — o i '), Discourse
analysis(E7i74T), Foucault (Foucault) , Occupational possibilities({EZ£ ) A AE:)
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