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Language is a dominant part of our daily activities, playing a significant role in narrating our

currently being incorporated into the study of occupations and conclude by suggesting future
Key words: Language usage(

==ZhH

=h=]

actions and mediating our interactions with one another. In this article, we examine emerging

neuroscientific evidence that language is biologically linked to action and suggest that

analysis for occupational science. We briefly review several of the ways in which language is
directions for an occupation-based study of language.
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Leah I. Stein MAOTR/La*, Amanda C. Foran MSOTR/La & Sharon Cermak EdDb (2011)
Occupational Patterns of Parents of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder: Revisiting
Matuska and Christiansen's Model of Lifestyle Balance

Journal of Occupational Science, 18(2), 115-130

We synthesized selected literature from psychology, neuroscience, occupational therapy,
nursing, and other fields regarding parents of children with ASD and utilized Matuska and
Christiansen's Model of Lifestyle Balance to organize the literature to present a theoretically
grounded and occupation-based picture of the life experiences of parents of children with ASD.
In doing so, we discerned a complex relationship among the five dimensions suggested by
Matuska and Christiansen, prompting a refinement of their model to address this complexity.
Overall, a variety of factors associated with caring for children with ASD have the potential to
cause or contribute to negative psychological consequences such as stress, anxiety, and
depression, as well as functional limitations and other health problems such as hypertension
or diabetes. In order to promote health and general well-being, lifestyle changes to enhance

balance may be necessary for many parents of children with ASD.
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Ann Kuo (2012)
A Transactional View: Occupation as a Means to Create Experience that Matter

Journal of Occupational Science, 18(2), 131-138

This article examines the relation between occupation and experience and explores the
potentiality of occupation as means to create experience that matter. First, a transactional
view 1s used to explicate the nature of occupation and experience. Second, a plausible way in
which occupation can be powerfully positioned as catalyst for transformation is explored. By
paying attention to the ‘ends-in-view’, possible courses of action surrounding occupational
choices are envisaged to anticipate desirable experiences. Such an approach can be used to
reinforce a positive and meaningful occupational trajectory that promotes health and

well-being. The limitation and implications of employing such an approach are also discussed.
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Eric Asaba & Jeanne Jackson (2011)
Social Ideologies Embedded in Everyday Life: A Narrative Analysis about Disability, Identities,

and Occupation
Journal of Occupational Science, 18(2),139-152

Aim & Background: The aim of this study is to explore the negotiation and expression of
identities through everyday occupations, juxtaposed against prevalent social ideologies of
disability. The problem addressed in this article concerns the absence of critical reflection
surrounding the importance of ideological tensions inherent in action.

Method: An ethnographic and narrative approach was used to gather and analyze data
consisting of 14 interviews and extensive observations collected on a monthly basis over
18-months.

Findings & Conclusion: In keeping with narrative analyses, the findings are presented as
stories where theory and data are iteratively integrated. Three discourses that informed the
negotiation of Sam's identities are presented along with supporting vignettes; they include
disability, living low, and semper fi. Using the concept of authorship (Bakhtin) and notion of
the dialogic self (Holland et al.) as frameworks, we analyze how Sam's identities are expressed
and contested within the flow of his daily occupations. Understanding the context and
expression of social ideologies as intricately perpetuated in human action and occupation, is

critical to education and policy enabling all people full citizenship and social participation.

Key words: Identity(7 A 5 > 7 4 7 « ), Spinal cord injury(# # {8 5), Society(#:%),
Discourses(xfif), Story(#)5E), Dialogic self, Self-authorship
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Rebbeca M. Aldrich and Yada Callanan (2011)
Insights about Researching Discouraged Workers
Journal of Occupational Science, 18(2), 153-166

Discouraged workers, who want to work but have given up looking for employment, form a
socially marginalized group whose occupations and experiences remain poorly researched. As
such, discouraged workers and their situations offer new avenues for inquiry about occupation,
well-being, justice, and the relationships between them. Yet discouraged workers' peripheral
social standing both justifies a need for research and complicates its execution. This article
describes how experiences in the field reframed an ethnographic study of discouraged workers
in rural North Carolina. The authors (the researcher and one discouraged worker) suggest
that the second author's disappearance fostered collaborative opportunities and
understandings that were initially unavailable to the study, and argue that the research
situation itself began to mirror the uncertainty inherent in discouraged workers' situation.
The insights derived from the phenomenon of disappearance provide valuable information for
planning, executing, and evaluating future occupational science research on marginalized

populations like discouraged workers.
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